
 

RRH Elections Louisiana Governor Poll: 
Edwards Leads Vitter 48-42 

A new RRH Elections survey of the Louisiana Gubernatorial race coming up this Saturday finds a 

competitive race, but one where Democrats remain in fairly strong position. The poll shows State 

Representative John Bel Edwards (D) leading US Senator David Vitter (R) by 6 points, 48-42. Surveys 

were also conducted of the two downballot statewide races, which show clear favorites but many 

undecideds. In the race for Lieutenant Governor, Billy Nungesser (R) posts a strong lead over Kip Holden 

(D), 43-29. In the race for Attorney General, Jeff Landry (R) leads incumbent Billy Caldwell (R) 45-25. The 

IVR survey of 359 likely voters was conducted from November 12th to November 16th and has a margin 

of error of 5%. The survey was designed and conducted by RRH Elections (formerly Red Racing Horses) 

and paid for with the generous donations of our readers; robocalls were placed by PMI Inc. of Marianna, 

Fla. RRH Elections is run by a group of eight volunteer hobbyists and has no connections to any 

candidate or group active in these races. 

Full Results: 

Toplines & Demographics: 

Race Leading Candidate Second Candidate Undecided 

Governor John Bel Edwards (D) 48% David Vitter (R) 42% 10% 

Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser (R) 43% Kip Holden (D) 29% 27% 

Attorney General Jeff Landry (R) 45% Buddy Caldwell (R) 25% 30% 

 

Demographics Percentage 

Male 47% 

Female 53% 

White 71% 

Black 26% 

Other Races 2% 

18-44 21% 

45-64 42% 

65+ 37% 

Already Voted 47% 

Likely to Vote 53% 

 



Among those that voted in the October preliminary in this sample, we found that 43% voted for John Bel 

Edwards (compared to 40% in the actual results), 29% voted for David Vitter (23% in the results), 17% 

voted for Scott Angelle (19%), and 11% voted for Jay Dardenne (15%). The drop-off in Angelle and 

Dardenne voters relative to their performance in the primary may be reflective of decreased enthusiasm 

among the supporters of the candidates who did not make the runoff. 16% of voters included in this 

survey did not participate in the October primary, consistent with the reports we have seen of increased 

turnout for the competitive November runoff. 

Methodology: 

The survey design and statistical analysis of results for this survey were performed entirely by RRH 

Elections. Calls were placed by PMI inc. of Marianna Fla. to a list of 5000 randomly selected voters on 

November 12th and 16th. Approximately 80% of the numbers dialed were from voters who had 

participated in the October 2015 preliminary election, while the remainder were voters that had not 

voted in October 2015 but had participated in the November 2012 presidential election. We felt this 

electoral composition was an accurate first-guess estimation of who may be likely to turn out in the 

November runoff election. From there, voters were asked if they had already voted or were likely to do 

so; those who indicated they were unlikely to vote were excluded from the survey. If a respondent did 

not complete the topline questions, their response was marked as undecided. If a respondent did not 

complete the demographic questions, the answers to those questions were inferred from the voter file. 

The survey was weighted for race, gender, and age. Random deletion was not used as a method of 

weighting. Racial weighting was achieved by setting the black turnout in the subsample of those that 

had already voted to be equal to the known black turnout in the early vote, while age and gender 

weighting was achieved with a more holistic interpretation of prior electorates. 

Crosstabs: 

Here are the crosstabs by Demographic: 

Demographic John Bel Edwards (D) David Vitter (R) Undecided 

Male 39% 51% 9% 

Female 56% 34% 10% 

White 39% 54% 7% 

Black 75%  9% 16% 

18-44 60%  33% 7% 

45-64 47% 42% 10% 

65+ 42% 47% 11% 

Already Voted 44%  48% 7%*  

Yet to Vote 52%  36% 12% 

*This paradoxical result is likely due to random response error. 

 

 

 

 



Here are the crosstabs by first-round vote: 

First Round Vote John Bel Edwards (D) David Vitter (R) Undecided 

John Bel Edwards (D) 93% 4% 3% 

David Vitter (R) 3% 88%  9% 

Scott Angelle (R) 12% 60% 28% 

Jay Dardenne (R) 29% 57% 14% 

Did Not Vote 61% 20% 16% 

 

Discussion: 

Perhaps the most surprising result from this poll was the finding that David Vitter, who has trailed in 

every recent poll of the race, is actually leading with the subsample of those that have already voted. 

This result is despite the fact that the subsample of those that have already voted is weighted to have a 

higher black vote percentage (29.5%) than the overall percentage (26%). This result suggests that 

Vitter’s core conservative voters have been highly motivated to turn out early, while Edwards’s voters 

are waiting until Election Day. Edwards also leads with those that did not vote in the primary election, 

suggesting that higher turnout on Saturday will be a good sign for him. Vitter and Edwards are both 

doing a good job of holding on to their primary voters, taking 90% of those that supported them in 

October. Those that backed the two eliminated candidates, Angelle and Dardenne, seem mostly to be 

sticking with the party, with a majority supporting Vitter. However, there seems likely to be a turnout 

dropoff among those voters, who may find both Edwards and Vitter unpalatable. As for demographics, 

nationally typical patterns predominate: Edwards leads with younger, female, and black voters, while 

Vitter leads with older, male, and white voters. These results suggest that Edwards needs to focus on 

voter turnout in the last few days, particularly among voters who did not turn out for the first round in 

October. To pull the upset, Vitter’s focus should likely be on winning over Angelle and Dardenne voters, 

who may consist of Republicans uncomfortable with his personal issues. For now, these results show 

that Edwards is in a strong position to win, but perhaps not an overwhelming favorite – as conventional 

wisdom may have indicated in recent weeks. In the downballot races, Plaquemines Parish president Billy 

Nungesser (R) and former congressman Jeff Landry (R) appear to be in good position in their races for 

Lieutenant Governor and Attorney general respectively, leading by double-digit margins. Though both 

races have many undecideds, Nungesser and Landry are nearly at 50%, so there would likely need to be 

a major swing toward their opponents in the last few days for either to lose. 

About RRH Elections: 

RRH Elections is a Republican-oriented elections blog specializing in politics, not policy, with particular 

attention to congressional and state races. We cover electoral news daily and provide insight into the 

electoral landscape. Using our own in-house expertise, we have produced seven polls, and five of our six 

prior efforts have predicted the margin in their races to within three points. RRH Elections is run by a 

group of 8 volunteer editors and has no connections to any group or candidate active in any of the races 

polled here. This is the seventh poll we have conducted, following successful efforts in AZ-2, TN-Sen, 

MS-Sen, FL-13, SC-1, and LA-3 over the last three years. Funding for this poll comes entirely from the 

donations of our readers. If you have questions about this poll, the best way to contact us is by email at 

rrhelections@gmail.com. You may also leave a message for our polling director by calling 410-750-6220; 

however, responses will be much quicker when submitting questions or comments by email. 
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